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Ina LETTER tO a Friend, occaſioned by ſome Con- 
verſation between the Author and him, about the 


above Doctrines. John Dank. 


But to us there is but one God, the Father, of whom 
are all things, and we in him; and one Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, by whom are all things, and we by him. 1 Cor, 
vili. 6. 


For by him were all things created that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether 
they be the thrones, or dominions, or orincipalities, 
or powers; all things were created by him, and toe 
him. Coll. i. 16, 
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To the Chriſtian Reader. 


L 4 EN thas Letter was firſt began it was 
not intended for the Preſs, but the ſatisſac- 
tion I received in writing, which occaſion- 
ed it to be extended too long for an epiſlo- 
lary correſpondence, has determined me to 


end it into the world; and the circumſtan- 


ces of a diſtreſſed widow,* whoſe caſe loudly 
calls forth the compaſſionate feelings of the 


man and chriſtian, has engaged me to offer 


2t to the Public for her 8 Benefit and A/- 
ſtance, 


It is 


* Mrs. HAwk Es, the widow above mention'd, 
whoſe huſband droped down dead, in Black Fryers 
Church, on Chriſtmas Day, 1776, has ſupported 
herſelf for fix Years ſince that awſul Providence; 
but, being much afflicted, and by a conſumptive ha- 
bit rendered incapable of getting her bread, is be- 


come an object truly worthy of the notice of every 
benevolent Chriſtian. 


L iv 


It is heartily to be lamented that revealed 
Religion, which ever has been the glory of 
the Chriſtian, is now become almoſt extinct. | 
The fatal cauſe has been, and now is, that. | 
ſome men, thanking themſelves wife above 
what 1s written, and daring to ſet up their 
reaſon in ohpoſition to revelation, have aw- 
fully laboured um ſupport of Arianiſm and 
and Socinianiſm, which are the two capital 
herefies now exiting in the chriſtian world 
as they generally glory in denying every part 
of the revelation of God, that their reaſon | 
cannot comprehend. | 


The Appeal, that is refered to in this let- - 
Sf ter, was wrote by one who denies the divinity | 
N of Chriſt, and attempts to prove there was 
5 no neceſſity for Chriſt to make atonement for 
Et fin. You will ſee, I have endeavoured to re- 
Fute theſe awſul ſentiments, by ſelecting, out 
of the ſcriptures of truth, ſome connected 
paſſages, whach, I doubt not, the reader will 
conclude with me fully prove that Chriſt, 
kn his divine nature, is the only living and 
true God, and that the ſacriſice of his hu- 
: Man 
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| man nature as fully atoned for the fins of 
| every believer. 


J cannot but remark to you, that the au- 
thor of that appeal has made uſe of a part 
of a paſſage of ſcripture, in his title page, 
which he thinks favours his unitarian prin- 
ctples; but he has done with this paſſage 

as they generally do with others, only took a 
4" part cf the Apoſtle's meaning. The Apoſile's 
words are as I have fully mentioned at length 
in my title page, But to us there is but 
one God, the Father, of whom are all 
eg things, and we in him; and one Lord 

|. Jeſus Chriſt, by whom are all things and 
| we by him, 1 Cor. viii, 6. 


Pray, Reader, take notice of the unju/l 
way that author has handled this ſcripture , 
the latter part of this text made againſt his 
ſcheme, has reaſon not compi ehending how all 
things could come by the jon of God, as well 
as by the Father; therefore has cut the lat- 
ter part of the text wholly off, but bleſſed be 
| God, he has left the fame on record for your 
| faith 
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| Faith and mine ſtill to opperate upon, there- 
? it fore, reader, let me adviſe you carefully to 
EP peruſe this letter, and if you find the bleſſed 
4 truths, Thave attempted to eftabliſh, are ful- 
1 ly proved, pray God to help you to experi- 
ence them ; for, take it for granted, they 
are the foundation truths of the Chriſtian 
Religion, and, tif you ſhould experience 
them, I am ſure you will pray for the Au- 
thor. 


A LET- 


: —— _———— RS 
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LET 1 EK, oc. 


Dear SIR, 


I N converfing with you the other day 


at your Houſe, I cannot but confeſs I was ſurpriſ- 


ed and ſhock'd to the greateſt degree to hear you 
ſo awfully deny the Divinity of our Lord. My 
reaſon for writing theſe lines is, not only to offer 
my objettions to that moſt dangerous error, but 
to anſwer ſome things in the Appeal which you 
then put into my hands. In doing this ſhall con- 
fine myſelf principally to that divine revelation 
which is, and ſhould be, the Chriſtian guide to eter- 
nal ſelicity. | 


If you remember, you told me, © for your part 
you thought there was no myſtery in the Chriſtian 


Religion, and that you would believe nothing more 
B of 


E 


of divine things, than your reaſon could compre- 
hend.“ Such a reſolution as this, my dear Sir, hath 
been the fatal rock on which it 1s to be feared 
thouſands and millions have ſplit. If there be, as 
you ſay, no myſtery in the Chriſtian Religion, what 
muſt we make of that ſcripture, where the Apoſtle 
tells us, Great is the Myſtery of Godlinefs, GOD 

 maniſeſt in the fleſh. Is it not plain from this paſ- 
ſage, that there is ſome myſtery in Chriſtianity, 
and ſo much myſtery, that the fineſt reaſoner in the 
world cannot comprehend: But what ſhocking 
bavock of divine truth does unaffiſted reaſon make, 
when a man is left to himſelf. Hear a great and 
learned Rabbi cry out, when Chrift himſelf was in- 
fiſting on the doQtrine of che new birth, as in John, 
ti “How can theſe things be, how can a man be 
born when he is old, can he enter a ſecond time 
into his mother's womb and be born?“ This was his 
reaſon, and all your reaſon will come to the ſame 
point ; for unenlightened reaſon, think what you will 
of it, will never guide you ſaſe into the path that 
leads to eternal felicity ; nothing fhort of the work 
of the ſpirit of GOD can open the eyes of the 
underſtanding, and enable a man to ſee the things 
which make for his etcrnal peace : thus ſpeaks the 
bleſſed ſcripture where it informs us, That Chrijt- 
zans are not children of the night but of the day. 
The carnal reaſon and every faculty of their ſouls, 

| while 
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while in a ſtate of nature, is darkneſs; but, by the 
ſpirit of grace, they are made light in the Lord; and 
though by their reaſon they may be led to enquire 
into the deep things of GOD, there is no man can 
know them but by the ſpirit of God. 1 Cor ii, 10. 
11. 12. 


When ſpeaking to you of God as a ſovereign you 
ſaid, © ſuch a God was an arbitary being, and you 
would have nothing to do with him,” but dear Sir, 
it may be (but heaven forbid) that ſuch a God will 
have nothing to do with you; and, give me leave 
to tell you, if he has not, and that in a ſovereign 
way, you muſt be undone to all eternity. But, that 
1 may write a letter, and not fill a volume ] pur- 
pole to confine my anſwer to three particular errors, 
out of many that you gave me reaſon to conclude 
you believe, and which the author of your appeal 
hath advanced 


The Firſt is concerning the perſon of Chriſt. 
In the 46th page he aſſerts and attempts io prove 
that Jeſus Chrilt is no more than a man, He puts 
this queſtion **Who then is jeſus Chriſt if he be not 
God,” he anſwers himſelf by As. ii, 12. Fejus 
of Nazareth was a Man approved of GOD, by mirac- 
les, wonders and ſigns which GOD did by him.” 
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The Second is concerning the ſacrifice and 
atonement of Chriſt. Theſe are his words, but my 
brethren where do you learn that the pardon of fin 
in a finite creature, requires an infinite ſatisfaction, 
then adds, or indeed any ſatisfaction at all.” 


The Third is concerning the miniſters of Chriſt. 
Your author, page the 12th ſays you have been 
taught to believe, that Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe proper 
title is the ſon of man, as well as the ſon of God, 
was not man but very and eternal God himſelf.” 


Firſt. I ſhall give an honeſt ſcriptural account of 
the Perſon of our Lord and Saviour, which will 
prove that he is more than a man, though the au- 
thor of the appeal hath erroneouſly aſſerted that he 
is not; but, before I come to proofs, my friend will 
permit me to inform him, that the quotation, his 
author has brought to prove the ſon of GOD to 
be only man, we believe hath reference to his hu- 
man nature as well as himſelf, therefore that paſ- 
ſage no ways makes againſt us, We likewiſe be- 
lieve all the ſcriptures, he has brought, and all the 

expreſſions in holy writ which ſpeak of him as 
man,—and we allow that in reſpe@ to Chriſt, as man 
and mediator, the Father is greater than he. John, 
XIV, 28; | 
But 


þ 
| 
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But your attention ſhall now be directed to him 
as GOD, as well as Man. 


Read firſt of all ohn the 1oth and goth verſe. 
and my Father are one.” From this expreſſion it 
is evident that the Jews underſtood that he made 
himſelf GOD, read the chapter and you will find 
they took up ſtones to ſtone him. We ſtone 
thee,” ſay they © for blaſphemy becauſe that thou 
being a man, makeſt thyſelf GOD.” Here let me 
ſay that the poor unbelieving Jews, however they 
were left in darkneſs, did not miſunderſtand him 
in that day when he ſpake of his own divinity, tho” 
Arians and Socinians in my opinion do. Thoſe 
perſons ſaid, he made himſelf God; but my friend 
told me he would defy me to prove that Chriſt 


ever once attempted to make himſelf more than a 


man. 


Farther give me leave to refer you to Proverbs 
viii, 15 16 verſes, where Chriſt, ſpeaking as tis un- 
derſtood by chriſtians in general in the character of 
wiſdom ſays, By me Kings reign & Princes decree juſ- 
tice, by me Princes rule, & Nobles, even all the Judges of 
the earth in Rom xiii, 1. the Apoſtle ſays The powers 
that be are ordained of God: if ſo, then I may be bold 
to ſay that Jeſus is God, compare this truth with the 

two 


1 


two or three following paſſages— firſt chapter of St. 
Johns Goſpel the firſt verſe — In the beginning was 
the word and the word was with God and the word 
was God, Third verſe AH things were made 
by him and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. | 


Now to prove this Word, who created all things 
was Jeſus our Saviour, read the tenth verſe, He 
was in the world, and the world was made by him, 
and the world knew him not; he came to his own 
and his own received him not; but to as many as 
received him, to them gave he power to become the 
Sons of GOD, and more particularly verſe 
fourteenth, And the word was made fleſh. Ob- 
ſerve ſeſus the eſſential word was GOD; he was 
made fleſh ; he gave them who received him power 
to become the ſons of God, or was the author of 
ſpiritual life ; and he was the creator and former of 
all things. —Read alſo Col i. 16. By him ( Chriſt ) 
were all things created that are in heaven and that 
gre in earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be 
Thrones or Dominions or Principalities or Powers 
all things were created by him and for him, Now, 
my dear Sir, cooly and diſpaſſionately aſk yourſelf 
this queſtion— My ſoul, who can create the world 
and all things in it, or convert the ſoul but GOD, 

and 
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and if no one can do theſe mighty things but God, 
then we muſt conclude that Jeſus is God. 


Again the Holy Ghoſt ſays in the gth of ſarah, 
that the child Jeſus who was to be born unto us, 
amidſt ſeveral other of his glorious charatters, ſhould 
be called the mighty God; if this be true, as it moſt 
undoubtedly 1s, then our Saviour muſt be ſome- 
what more than man, which the whole ſcripture 
evidently confirm; read 1Jazah. xli. 4. God ſpake 
of himſelf ſaying, I the Lord the firſt and with the 
laſt, T am He, — and in Tfatah. xliv. 6. Jehovah 


himſelf ſays, I am the firſt and I am the laſt, and 
beſides me there is no God. 


Now, if theſe glorious charafters of the great 
God can be proved to belong to Chriſt, then I am 
bound to conclude again that Jeſus is God, even 
the God of Iſrael, as well as the God of Chriſtians ; 
and that you may ſee they do belong to Chriſt, read 
Chriſt's own language to John the divine, in his 
firſt chapter of the Revelatzons, When Jeſus was 
giving John a repreſentation of the ſeven churches 
of Aſia, the luſtre of his appearance with the ma- 
jeſty and glory of his perſon, occahoned John's 
falling at his feet as dead; but the compaſſionate 
Jeſus laid his right hand on him, and ſaid, fear 

not 
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not, I am the firſt and the laſt. Let it be obſer- 
ved here, my friend, that what Jeſus our Lord 
ſays of himſelf is of the ſame import as the lan- 
guage which Jehovah uſes concerning his own 
perſon, in the before mentioned paſſage in IJſaiah. 
xliv. 6. Mark further that Jeſus does not only take 
this charaQter to himſelf, in this one place, but the 


ſame language is found three times in this firſt chap- 


ter 8, 11, and 17 verſes compared with the 22 chap- 
ter13 verſe, I am ( ſays our bleſſed and ever ado- 
Table Jeſus) Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end, the firſt and the laſt, and more fully if 
poſſible to ſhew to his ſervant John and every 
Chriſtian to the end of time, that the perſon ſpeak- 
ing was none other than our Saviour, after he had 


lifted John up and comforted his foul, by inform- 


ing him that he was the firſt and the laſt, he adds, 
J am he that liveth and was dead, and behold am alive, 


J live for ever more, Amen, and have the Keys of 
Hell and death. 


If the glory of the divine perſon of Jeſus had 
Juch an awful influence on an Apoſtle, who believed 
him to be what he was; what effect think you, muſt 
it take hereafter on thoſe, who in their life time 
were his enemies, who ſtrove all they could to rob 
him of his divinity, and, as a conſequence, counts 

| ed 
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ed the blood of the covenant an unholy thing? 
Will he not undoubtedly ſay of them as he hath 
declared Thoſe mine enemies, who would not that 
T ſhould reign over them, bring them hither and ſlay 
them before me. Luke xix. 27. Will not the glory 
of his divine perſon ſink ſuch ſouls into eternal 
diſpair, when to them he will appear not as the 
compaſſionate Lamb. but as the Lion of the tribe 
of Judah? Hear the ſixth chapter of Rev. xv. 
16. 17? Then the Rings of the earth, and the 
great men and the rich men, and the mighty men, and 
every bond man and every free man, hid themſelves in 
the Dens and in the rocks of the mountains and ſaid 
to the mountains, and rocks fall on us, and hide us 
from the face of him that ſiiteth on the throne and from 
the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of his uralt 
is come and who ſhall be able to ſtand. Where mult 
the author of your appeal, think ro ſtand in that day, 
if his ſentiments and heart be not changed beſore 


he departs this life? 


Farther, I would beg to refer you to the 20th chap- 
ter of St. John 27. 28 29. the condelcending Feſus 
to convince an unbelieving diſciple ſaid to Thomas, 


reach hither thy finger, and behold my hand; and 
# reach 
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reach hither thy hand and thurſt it into my ſide, and 
be not faithlefs, but believing. and Thomas anſwered 
and faid unto him, My Lord and my God. Some 
people of your principles would affect to perſuade 
us, that Thomas ſpake theſe words, not believing 
Chriſt to be GOD, but by way of ſurpriſe ; but, 
Sir, if we ſhould admit that ſtrange interpretation 
of the words, we muſt conclude that our Lord 
winked at fin in his diſciple, and never attempted 
to rebuke him for the ſame; for, according to 
their opinion, muſt not Thomas have been guilty 
of taking the Lord's name in vain? like many poor 
unthinking people, who, when any thing appears to 
them rather ſurpriſing. they cry out <O Lord” or 
„O Lord God.” It would be well for every pro- 
feſſor of Chriſtianity to guard againſt ſuch un- 
chriſtian expreſſions. 


But what occaſioned Thomas to make uſe of theſe 
words, as ſoon as his Lord and maſter appeared to 
him? No doubt, the divine glory of his perſon 
ſtruck him with awe, and the words of his mouth 
were the dictates of his heart, when he cried out, 
my. Lord and my God, But did Jeſus contradict, 
or endeavour to convince him of that which would 
have been a fatal error in Thomas, as well as ad- 


ding fin to his former unbelief, if Jeſus had not 
been 


; 
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been God? No! but on the contrary approved 
of the bleſſed confeſſion he then made. Hear the 
Lord's anſwer, Thomas, becauſe thou haſt ſeen, thou 
haſt believed: but bleſſed are they that have not feen 
and yet have believed. Believed what? Not that 
Jeſus was only man but that he was Lord and God, 
and had laid down his life, and had taken it up a- 
gain, proving to him and his other diſciples, with 
every true Chriſtian in the world, that he was the 


very God, 


Again I would adviſe my Friend to compare gd 
Exodus 14. with the 8th 7%, 58. In Exodus tis 
ſaid Moſes when he was commanded to go to the 
children of ral, from the molt high God, even the 
God of Abraham, Tſaac and Jacob, he was to ſay to 
them, I am hath ſent me unto you; and what does 
Jeſus, our great God and Saviour, ſay unt» the 
deſcendants of Abraham, the ui believing jews, in 
8th John 5,8. Before Abraham was I am, we mult 
therefore conclude, that Jeſus was the great I am, 
and, as he juſtly ſays, exiſted before Abraham, and 
that he was the ſame God, of Abraham, Tjaac and 
Jacob, the molt high and eternal [chovah. who 
declared himſelf to be the I Au that fpake to 
Moſes. That the Phariſes believed, by his thus 


C 2 ſpcaking, 
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ſpeaking, he made himſelf GON, is obvious and 
plain, for that they took up ſtones again to ſtone 


him, 4 


Now, Sir, you challenged me to prove that 
Telus himſelf ever attempted to make himſelf GOD. 
In anſwer to which. if what Chriſt has ſaid of him- 
ſelf. in the paſſage before mentioned, doth not 
prove that he made himſelf the true God; then, 
I fay that no language in ſcripture can poſſibly 
ſpeak of the being of God. 


I might have referred you to the many miracles 
of our Lord, ſuch as raiſing the dead, by the word 
of his power (the Apoſtles wrought miracles not by 
their own power, but in his glorious name and by 
his authority As iii, 6. 12. 13.) his ſtilling the 
tempeſtuous ocean by a word, and enlarge on all 
the perfections of Deity aſcribed to him, I will 

mention 


J «Before Abraham was born, J had a glorious exiſ- 
tance with the Father, and J am ſtill invariably the 
ſame, and one with him. — This appeared to them fo 
direct a claim to the name and properties of the eter- 
nal Jebovab, that, being ignorant of the divine nature 


of Chriſt, they thought it intolerable blaſphemy.“ 
DopDDRIDGE, 
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mention his OuNIrRESENCE and OMNISCIENCE; 
To prove the firſt, read Chriſt's encouragement of 
ſociab prayer among his people Where two or three 
are gathered together in my name, ihere am I in the 
midſt of them, Mat. xvi. 20. Again. our divine 
Lord, for the encouragement of all his miniſters 
in preaching the goſpel, has ſaid, Lo! I am with 
you always even unto the end of the world. 28. Mat- 
thew, 20. 


Let me entreat my Friend to make uſe of his 
reaſon here, and aſk himſelf this queſtion. If Jeſus 
is in the midſt of his people, as he declares, in their 
ſolemn times of worſhip, then he mult often be in 
hundreds of places at one time; and, poflibly ſome 
of theſe places thouſands of miles from the reit ; 
and, if he is with his own miniſters. even to the end 
of the world, then we conclude that he is the om- 
nipreſent God. Jelus ſaid of Nathaniel on i, 
47. 48. 49. behold an Iſraelite indeed, in whom 
there is no guile, Nathaniel anſwered and faid, 
Lord, whence knoweſt thou me? Jeſus anſwerd and 
ſaid unto him, Before that Philip called thee, when 
thou waſt under the Fig- tree I ſau thee : Nathaniel ſaid 
unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God. — Natha- 
mel, whether in private prayer, or ſcarching the 
ſcriptures, or in meditation, was, it is evident 

ſolemnly 


Wa 


ſolemnly devoting himſelf to his God, and he 
thought himſelf ſo ſecret, that none but God could 
fee him; and when he found that the omnipreſent 
eye of Jeſus had been on him, he was conſtrained 
to cry out, as belore mentioned, Rabbi thou art 


the Son of God. 


Again, in the converſation of our Lord with 
Peter, after his reſurrection) when he had interro- 
gated him twice about his love to him, Peter 
anſwered, Yea, Lord, thou knoweſt that I love thee, 
when he aſked him the third time, he goes farther, 
and ſaid, Lord, thou knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt 
that I love thee, 21 John 17. — Take notice, that 
Jeſus was interrogating Peter reſpetting his love 
to him, the love of his ſoul. Now, if what Peter 
{aid of Jeſus was true, he muſt have been privy 
to the ſecret emotions of Peter's heart; Lord thou 
knoweft all things, and as thou knowelt all things, 
therefore I cannot poſſibly deceive thee, for thou 
knoweſt that I love thee, - read Rev. ii, 23. And all 
the churches ſhall know that I am he, which fearcheth 
the reins and heart and will give to every one accord- 
ing to his works. From theſe words, out of Chriſt's 
own mouth, we may fairly conclude, that Jeſus muſt 
be the omniſcient God, for the Lord Jehovah takes 

this character to himſelf in 17 ere. 10. I the Lord 
| fearch 
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fearch the heart, I try the reins, even to give to every 
one according to his ways. Secing this is the caſe 
may the Lord help you and yours, me and mine 


to give that glory to the Son of God that is due to 
his adorable Name. 


The ſcriptures being ſo full of this bleſſed truth, 
the divinity of Chriſt, I cannot be ſatisfied without 
begging you to read the 1 Tim. vi. 14. 15. 16. there 
you will find theſe ſtriking words, Keep this com- 
mandment without ſpot, unrebukable until the appear- 
ing of our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; which in his time he 


ſhall /hew, that is meaning in Chriſt's time, he being 


the antecedent, who 25 the bleſſed and only Potentate 
the KING or KINGS AND LoRD or LorDs; who 
only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no 
man can approach unto, whom no man hath ſeen, nor 
can ſec, to whom be honor and power everlaſting. Amen. 
Now, Sir, if theſe characters and aſcriptions are 
not ſuch as belong to God, then I may boldly ſay 
the chriſtian has no GOD deſcribed in the bible; 
and that they belong to Chrilt is plain alſo, from 
Rev. xvii. 14. **Theje ſhall make war with the Lamb, 
and the Lamb ſhall overcome them for he is Lord or 
Lok DS AND KinGor KINGS. Obſerve Rev. xix. 


15.16, He hath on lus veſlure, and on his thigh 


a name 
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a name written, KIN d or KINGS AN D LorD or 
Logos. 


Does the apoſtle Paul, in the paſſage we have 
Juſt quoted out of Timothy. follow his account of this 
divine perſon with a doxology of praiſe? ſaying. to 
whom be honor ond power everlaſting, Amen. his 
conduct is agreeable to, and conſiſtent with ſeve- 
ral places in the word of God. I ſhall ſingle out 
only one, which 1s the 5th chapter of Rev. from 
the gth to the 14th verſe St. John heard the voice of 
Angels and of beaſts and of elders. ſaying with a loud 
voice, worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain to receive 
power, and riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and 
honor and glory and bleſſing, &c. &c. — RecolleR, 
dear Sir, this glory and honor 1s paid to the lamh, 
that was ſlain, even the ſame lamb, concerning 
whom the holy ghoit ſays, in the foregoing paſ- 
ſage, that he is Kix G or KINGS Ax D Lord or 
Loxps. Now, what mult enlightened reaſon ſay 
to the author of your appeal. who affirmsꝰ that Jeſus 
(this lamb, unto whom all thele aſcriptions are given) 
is no more than a man, like you and me.” May 
he, who has all power in heaven and earth, give 
him repentance, leſt he die in his fins, and be made 
the involuntary hearer of all the hoſts of Heaven, 
aſcribing the forementioned praiſes to our God 

and 
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and Saviour: take another glorious proof Rom. ix, 
5 · Whoſe are the fathers, and of whom, as concerning 
the fleſh, Chriſt came, who is over all, God bleſſed for | 


cver, Amen. The following pailage in my opinion is 
ſufficient, were there no other in the bible, to prove 
the divinity of the ſon of God; you will ſind it in 
the 1ſt epiſtle of John v. 20, 21, we know (lays the 
apoſtle) mind my dear Friend, tis not only ſaid, I 
Join do know, but we, that is all truly converted 
ſouls who are enabled to live by faith on the ſon 
of God, We know that the fon of God is come, and 
hath given not only me, but us en under/landing, 
that we may know him that is li ue, and we are in him 
that is true, even in his fon Jeſus Chriſt, this is the 
true God and eternal life, Then he adds, leſt any 
followers of the Lamb ſhould be led away to Ido- 
latry, Little children keep your ſelues from Idols, amen, 
From this paſſage you ſec tis no Idolatry to wor- 


ſhip the ſon of God, though your author would 


inſinuate, in his appeal, that it is; for tis evident 
we plainly learn, not from our teachers only, but 
from God's word itſelf, that Chriſt is the true God 


and eternal life. 


Now Sir, is it not clear from the ſeriptures of 
truth, that every man might ſee, if the God of this 
world had not blinded their minds, that Jeſus Chriſt 
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the ſon of God and our Saviour is, in his divine 
nature, as truly and properly God as the Father or 
the holy Spirit: therefore, my dear Friend, let the 
author of your appeal ſay what he pleaſeth, it be- 
cometh all true Chriſtians to give him the honour 
due to God, which undoubtedly belongs to his holy 
Name. That it does, read what our Lord fays in 
John v. 23, That all men ſhould honor the ſon, even 
as they honor the Father, he that honoreth nut the ſon, 
honoreth not the Father wich hath ſent him: it you 
would know part of the honor due to the Father, 
read Rev vii. 11, 12, And all the angels flood round 
about the throne, and about the elders, and the four 
beaſts, and fell before the throne on their faces, and 
worſhipped God, faymg, Amen, bleſſing, and glory, 
and wiſdom, and thankſgiving, and honor, and power, 


and might, be unto our God for ever and ever, Amen, 


That the {ame equal honors belong to the fon, read 
Rev. v. 6, to the end of the chapter, thus, my 
Friend may ſee, the ſcriptures of truth prove that 
Jeſus, our Lord, is perfectly God—as well as man; 
and that every aſcription of praiſe, and honor, that 
is given to the Father by the heavenly hoſts, are 
given to the Son, Permit me then to beg of you 
to aſk your ſoul, how any man can be ſaved unleſs 
be believes the ſame? But, ſuppoſe you could 
indulge the thought for one moment, that the 
| | mercy 
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mercy of God could be extended to ſuch a latitudz 
that the author of your appeal could be admitted 
into heaven, what think you muſt be the emotions 
of ſuch a ſoul when he ſees and hears the foremen- 
tioned aſcriptions, by the whole heavenly hoſts, 
given to the perſon, whom he not only in his liſe 
time ſecretly imagined could not be God, but (trove 
all he could to wreſt the {criptures to depreciate his 
glory, by attempting to prove him nothing but a 
creature, like you and me. 


Pray let me aſk my Friend, after ſo many proofs 
of the divinity of Chriſt, whether he thinks it can 
be ſound reaſon to deny this bleſſed truth, becauſe 
his reaſon cannot comprehend the ſame? If he docs, 
I anſwer from the ſame party of reaſon, that he may 
not only deny all the ſubſtantial truths of the gof- 
pel, but at once deny the very being 'of a God, for 
the ſame ſcriptures that prove Chriſt to be God, 
prove that God is an incomprehenſible being. for 
ſays the word of God 7ob. xi, 7, Canſt thou by 
ſearching find out God? canſt thou find out the Al. 
mighty to perfefttion. We freely confets, that both 
theſe truths are above reaſon, though not contrary 
to it, eſpecially when reaſon is guided by the uner- 
ring ſpirit of truth. After hearing a very curious 


preacher, the other day, a Friend of mine, of your 
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ſentiment ſaid to me walking home, *this is ſome- 
thing like preaching, here is no myſtery in what 
this man ſays, this is wholly conſiſtent with reaſon.” 
True, there was no myſtery in that diſcourſe, but 
that does not prove there 1s not ſome myſtery in 
Chriſtianity, for if that is to be granted, what muſt 
we make of the following ſcriptures, added to 
what hath been ſaid, read Epheſtans 1. 9, Having 
made known unto us the myſtery of his will, according 
to his good pleaſure, 3 chap. 4, that when you read you 
may underſtand my knowledge in the myſtery of Chriſt, 
9 v. and to make all men ſee what is the fellowſhip of the 
myſtery, which from the beginning of the world hath been 
hid in God, who created all things by Jeſus Chriſt, 6. 
chap. 19. And for me that utterance may be given un- 
zo me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known 
the myſtery of the goſpel, Col. ii. 2, 3, to the acknowledg - 
ment of the myſtery of God, and of the Father, and of 
Chriſt, in whom are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and 
knowledge. Take a proof from him, who never could 
ſpeak otherwiſe than truth, who is myſtery himſelf, 
being myſterious in his divine nature, myſterious in 
his conception and human nature, myſterious in all 
his works, myſterious in his ſacrifice and death, myſ- 
terious in his reſurrection and aſcention; hear what 
he ſays to his diſciples, reſpecting this truth, when 
they aſked him for an explanation of the parable of 
the Sower, Mark iv. 11, He ſaid unto them, unto you 
it 25 
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it is given to know the myſtery of the kingdom of God : 
but unto them that are without, all theſe things are done 


in parable, &c. therefore for ever let reaſon, when 


it attempts to deny the myſtery of the Chriſtian Re- 


ligion, humble itſelf, by taking its proper place in 
the ſoul, and ſubmit to be a hand-maid to, but not 
the miſtreſs of grace. 


But Secondly, I ſhall attempt as I promiſed, to 
confute from the word of God, what your author 
hath advanced in his 18 page, concerning the atone- 
ment, that our bleſſed Lord and Maſter made for 
finners. Hear his words — But, my brethren, 
where do you learn that the pardon of ſin in a fi- 
nite creature requires an infinite ſatisfaction, or in- 
deed any fatisfattion at all, beſides repentance and 


reformation on the part of a ſinner?“ then adds 


We read in the ſcriptures that We are juſtified free- 


ly by the grace of God,” Rom. iii. 24, and then aſks 
this queſtion, which you told me was unanſwer— 


able But what free grace or mercy does there 
appear to have becn in God, if Chriſt gave a full 


price for our juſtification, and bore the infinite 
weight of divine wrath on our account. 


This queſtion I mean firſt to anſwer. Take no- 
tice your author makes uſe but of a part of the 
paſſage in Rom. ili, 24, and I ſhall prove that the 
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very part of the paſſage he docs mention, he him- 


ſelf does not believe to be true, if he believes the 
doctrines advanced in the appeal: then you may 
aſk why did he quote it? In anſwer to which, I 
would obſerve that the devil quoted ſcripture to 
anſwer his own ends, and it is plain this paſſage is 
mentioned only to overturn, if in his power, the 
great and glorious foundation of the chriſtians ſal- 
vation. That he does not believe a ſinner is juſti- 
fied freely by the grace of God, every one that 
reads his appeal, (if not wilfully blind) may ſee; all 
his ſcheme in that appeal is to ſap the foundation 
of ſovereign grace, as it is diſplayed through the 
blood and righteouſneſs of our ever bleſſed In- 
MANUEL. Read his own words in the 6 page, ſpeak- 
ing of the uſe of reaſon in matters of Religion, 
he ſays ©Is it not plain from this that it depends 
upon men themſelves, whether they will repent 
and turn to God or not?“ and then aſks ho it can 
depend upon themſelves if they have not a natural 
and ſufficient power to do it.” Query, Have they 
a moral ability of turning to God ? have they a will 
to do it, before it is given them in regeneration ? 


To prove the contrary read John vi. there you 


find Jeſus had many followers for a time, but when 


Chriſt came to the point and ſpake the truth home 
to 
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to their hearts, as in 43, 44, and 43, verſes, and 
they began to be offended and murmered at his 
doctrine, Jeſus thereſore anſwered and ſaid unto 
them, Murmer not among your felves, no man can 
come unto me, except the Father which hath ſent me, 
draw him, and I will raiſe him up at the laſt day, 
as it is written in the prophets, and they ſhall all be 
taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, 
and hath learned of the Father cometh unto me. Theſe 
truths are not only preach'd by Jeſus, the Maſter, 
but his diſciples every were inliſted on the ſame, 
Phul. ii, 13, For it is God that worketh in you both 
to will and to do of his good pleaſure, Rom. ix, 16, 
So then it is not of him that willeth nor of him that 
runncth, but of God that ſheweth mercy. 2 Tim. i, q, 
Who hath ſaved us and called us with an holy calling, 
not according to our works, but according to his own 
purpoſe and grace which was given us in Chriſt Feſus 
before the world began. From theſe paſlages it is 
evident, that ſinners are ſaved by grace, compared 
with our Lords own language in the foregoing 
paſſages. But your author, ſo far from believing 
this doctrine as a truth, utterly demes it, and what 
is more awful ſets up the free will of the creature 
and his own reaſon in oppoſition to the fame, But 
if he had taken the whole paſſage, before men- 
tioned with it's connettions, he would have de- 
troycd his whole babel buildings, 
Let 
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Let me do it for him, beginning with the 21 
verſe of the 3 chap. of Romans — But now the 
71ghteouſnefs of God, without the law is manifeſted, 
being witneſſed by the law and the prophets, even the 
righiteouſneſs of God, which is by faith of Jeſus Chriſt, 
unto all and upon all them that believe, for there is no 
difference, for all have ſinned and come ſhort of 
the glory of God, then come in the words he would 
have us believe deſtoyed the doctrine gf Chriſt's 
atonement, being juſtified freely by his grace: here 
your author ſtops, but the apoſtle docs not, nor 
does his argument end here, his words are, Being 
quſtified freely by his grace, through the redempiion 
that is in Jeſus Chrift, whom God hath ſet forth to be 
a hropiliation, through faith in his blood. 


Now, Sir, pray take notice of the unfair, not to 
ſay the wicked condutt of the author of your ap- 
peal, who endeavors to force ſcripture to anſwer 
his baſe ends; he aſks what free grace or mercy 
could there have been in God, if Chriſt gave a 
full price for our juſtification ?” The apoſtle has 


fully anſwered his query. What free grace or 


mercy” ? Much, yea infinite grace and mercy : the 
proviſion of Jeſus Chriſt to be our Redeemer was 
an act of free grace, becauſe God ſet him forth 
to be a propitiation, when he was under no obli— 
gation to do it, and hence it is ſaid God fo loved 


the world, that he gave ls only begotton Son, &c. 
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From the above references 'tis evident that 
grace was manifeſted to ſinners; but it was done 
through this channel of the atonement and righte- 
ouſnes of the ſon of God, for the ſcriptures inform 
us our God is a conſuming fire; that is, no doubt, 
ſeparate from his ſon, our Saviour, for we are poor 
loſt ſinners by nature. Hear the apoſtle, There is 
none righteous, no not one, &c. verſe 10, therefore 
by the deeds of the law, there ſhall no fleſh be juſlifi- 
ed in his fight, as in verſe 20, for by the law is 
the knowledge of fin ; bunt now, ſays the apoſtle, the 
righteouſneſs of God without the law is manifeſted 
but how is this righteouſneſs manifeſted ? he tells 
you, firſt, as witneſſed by the law and the prophets. 
21 verſe, and, ſecondly, to every believer in the 
Lord ſeſus Chriſt, 22 verſe, and then in the 24, 25, 
and 26 verſes he proves that this is manifeſted to 
the ſinner through faith in the atonement and righ- 
teouſneſs of our adorable Saviour, being Juſtified 


freely by his grace, through the redemption that is in 


Jeſus Chriſt. 


Mind here, Sir, the ſinner's juſtification by 
grace comes only through the redemption that is 
in Jeſus, and fo far is the fatisfaftion and atone- 
ment from ſetting aſide the glory of divine grace 
in the ſinners ſalvation, that it is one of the moſt 
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Ariking diſplays of it, no juſtifying grace, ſo 
far as appears from ſcripture, could have been 
conferred on ſinners, if Chriſt had not died to re- 
deem and work out a righteouſneſs for them. And 
to prove the truth of the ſame more fully, if it can 
be poſſible, the apoſtle adds in the 25 verſe, Whom 
(meaning Jeſus) God hath fet forth to be a propitia- 
tion through faith in his blood. Mark here again, 
the propitiation of Jeſus is received through faith 
in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs for the re- 
miſſion of fins that are paſt, through the forbearance of 
God, 26 verſe, To declare I jay, at this time, his righte- 
ouſneſs, that he might be juſt and the juſtiſier of him 
that believeth in Jeſus, I ſhall give you the Rev. 
Mr. Burx1TT's expoſition of theſe words in a 
note at the foot of the page. * 


But 


* The deſign and end of Gods exacting ſatisfaction 
from Chriſt was to declare his righteouſneſs in the re- 
miſſion of ſins, but the apoſtle would have us take no- 
tice, that our juſtification, is an act of juſtice as will 
as mercy, and that God, as he is a juſt God, cannot 
condemn the believer, fince Chriſt has ſatisfied for his 
ſins, O blefled be God! that, pardon of fin is built 
upon that very attribute, the juſtice of God, which is fo 
affrighting and dreadful to the offending ſinner, this 
attribute, which ſeemed to be the main bar againſt re- 
miſſion, is now become the very ground and reaſon why 


God 


of 


BY 


But to anſwer your authors queſtion more fully 
from other parts of ſacred writ, and to prove that 
the grace which ſaves ſinners is ſo connected with 
the atonement of Chriſt, that we cannot be made 
the partaker of the former without an intereſt in 
the latter, Rom. v, 21, That as in hath reigned 
unto death, even ſo might grace reign through 
righiteouſneſs unto eternal life by Jeſus Chriſt. 
Mark here that grace never could have reigned 
unto eternal life, without it had come through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord—again Ephe. i, 7, In whom, 

| E 2 zwe 


God remitts. Hence, faith St. John, Gad is faithfull 


and juſt to forgive us our fins, faithfull with refpect to 
his promiſe, and juſt with reſpect to his ſons ſatisfaction, 
who then can lay any thing to the charge of Gods elect, 
when juſtice it ſelf doth juſtify them? Behold here the 
ſweet harmony of the divine attributes in juſtifyins 
and pardoning the believer | One attribute is not robbed 
to pay another, neither is one attribute raiſed upon the 
ruin of another, but juſtice and mercy both triumph, and 
well might the juſtice of God triumph, for never was it 
thus honoured before to have ſuch a perſon as the fon 
of God ſtand at his bar, and ſuch a ſum as his ſon's 
blood paid at once by way of ſatisfaction to its due de- 
mand, O glorious and all wiſe contrivance | whereby 
God made ſufficient proviſion for the Reparation of his 
honor, for the vindication of his holineſs, and tor the 
manifeſtation of his truth and faithfulneſs, and for the 
preſent conſolation, and eternal ſalvation of all repenting 
and belicvipg ſinners, to the end of the world, 
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we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveneſs 


of fins, according to tha riches of his grace to the 


ſame purpoſe ſpeaks the 6 verſe —To the praiſe and 
glory of his grace, wherem he hath made us accepted 
in the beloved—2 Tim. i. 9, - and grace which was 
given us in Chriſt Jeſus before the world began— 
from which paſſages of ſcripture it is certain, that 
our acceptance with God, as well as the pardon 
of our fins, and grace given to us, 1s all in and 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. — Now, dear Sir, 
you ſee it is as evident as words can poſſibly make 
it, that theſe bleſſings are given to ſinners, through 
the ſacrifice of our bleſſed Redeemer. Thus the 
ſcriptures of truth fully anſwer your authors queſ- 
tion, and prove that the atonement of Chriſt is 
ſo far from being derogatory to the dottrine of 
free juſtification and falvation by grace, that it is 
the only channel through which the free favour of 
God could poſſibly be manifeſted to poor ſinners : 
how awful then for your author who, denying the 
ſatisfaction of the ſon of God, in the room of it, 
ſubſtitutes, what ſhall I ſay, his own worthleſs righ- 
teouſneſs, I ſay worthleſs, becauſe, however lovely 
good works are in their proper place, they can ne- 


ver procure our juſtification, Rom. iii, 21, but are 


all of them, the beſt included, filthy rags. 1/a. Ixiv, 6. 
Your author hath farther ſaid, he ſees no need 


of 
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of any ſatisfaQtion at all for fin?” here he confeſſes 
the truth, and it is almoſt the only truth I have 
found in his pamphlet, that is, he fees no need of 
any ſacrifice at all,” if he had ſeen his own need of it, 
he could not have reſted day nor night until he had 
deſtroyed his book, which is a diſgrace to the name 
of a Chriſtian. But whatever he may think about 
this great and bleſſed ſacrifice, give me leave to 
prove to you, that God the Father ſaw a need of 
it—Chriſt was made under the law and given up 
to death for the purpoſe of making an atonement, 
the prophets prophecied of Chriſt as a ſacrifice, the 
apoſtles believed not only that he offered him- 
ſelf a ſacrifice, but a ſacrifice for their fins, and for 
the ſins of every believer in the world The glori- 
fied ſaints praiſe him for this ſacrifice, and will to 
all eternity. Will you ſeriouſly peruſe the follow- 
ing paſſages? Zech. xii. 7, Awake O fword againſt 
my ſhepherd, and againſt the man that is my fellow, 
faith the Lord of hoſt, ſmate the ſhepherd, and the ſheep 
ſhall be ſcattered. See, if the good ſhepherd him- 
ſelf does not fulfil this prophecy, when he gave his 
life a ranſom for his people, in John x, 11, he ſays, 
J am the good ſhepherd the good ſhepherd giveth has 
life for the ſheep, and lee if the ſword of juſtice is 
not plunged into his bowels on the fatal tree. 
Again, Jai liii, 5, He was wounded for our tranſ. 


greſſions, 


1 


greſſtons, he was bruiſed for our iniquities, the chaſ- 
tiſement of our peace was upon him, and with his 
firipes are we healed, 10 verſe yet it pleaſed the Lord 
to bruiſe him, he hath put him to grief, when thou 


halt make his foul an offering for fin. 


You find Sir, that God and his people do not ſee 
as your author ſees, no, he hath inſinuated there 
was no need for any facrifice for fin, but as it be- 
hoved Chrilt to ſuffer, and as the Lord did not 
ſpare his only fon, but freely gave him up for us all, 
Rom. viii, 32. ſhall we not ſay, let God be true, 
if every man become a lyer; for God, though he 
krew it would put his ſon to grief, yet he did not 
ſpare him, but gave him up, and made his foul an 
offering for ſin, and in Iſai. lin, 11, you read of 
the effect of his work, by his knowledge ſhall my 
righteous ſervants juſtify many, for he Mall bear their 
iniguities. Now agreeable to theſe prophecies is 
the language of the apoſtles in the new teſtament, 
Adds. xx, 28. Take heed then unto yourſelves, and 
to all the flock, over the which the holy Ghoſt hath 
made you overſeers, to feed the church of God, which 
he hath purchaſed with his own blood: I am bold 


to ſay this one paſſage, without the many before 


quoted, 1s enough to deſtroy every argument your 
author brings to prove his point, but fee its con- 
nection 


| SH + 


neftion with the following, Zeb. ix, 22, And witk- 

out ſhedding of blood is no remiſſion, 12 verſe, By 

| his own blood, he (meaning Chriſt) entered once in- 
to the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption 
for us, and in the 26 verſe, the apoſtle aſſerts that 
now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to 
put away ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf, agreeable 
to this is Peter's language in his 4ſt epiſtle ii. 24. 
Who his ownſelf bare our fins in his own body on the 
tree, chapter iii, 18. For Chrijt hath once ſuffered 
for ſins, the juſt for the unjuſt to bring us do God. 


Take heed Sir, there are many wolves in ſhceps 
cloathing, and Peter tells you that there would be 
falſe teachers among the people; and that we may 
know who they are he adds, who previly ſhall bring 
in damnable hereſies, and then tells you one of thoſe 
hereſies is denying the Lord that bought them, and 
bring upon themſelves ſwift deſtruction, 2 Peter. ii. 
1. Now Sir pray conſider, whether the author of 

your appeal, does not as nearly as poſlible reſem- 
ble the falſe reachers deſcribed here by the holy 
ghoſt, docs he not deny the Lord that bought poor 
ſinners, in wickedly oppoſing the doctrine of com- 
plete ſalvation through a redeemers blood, by 
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which they af# bought? when the Apoſtle, in con- 
tradifton, plainly and expreſsly ſays, for ye are 
bought with a Price, Col. ii, 10. 


I have, dear Sir, often conſidered it a mercy that 
the Lord hath told us, that on account of this bleſſed 
facrifice the church triumphant ſings in glory, and 
have been enabled to comfort myſelf with this joy- 
ous truth, that I cannot errin ſinging this ſong here, 


and I cannot but cry, oh that all Gods people may 


fing more of it now, becauſe it is the ſubſtance of 
every ſong we ſhall ſing in heaven. Read i. Rev g, 
znto him ( Jeſus) that hath loved us and waſhed us from 
our fins in his own blood, Rev. v, 9, and they fung 
a new ſong ſaying, thou art worthy to take the book 
and open the ſeals thereof, for thou waſt ſlain and 
haſt redeemed us to God by thy blood, Rev. vii, 14. 
theſe are they which came out of great tribulation, and 
have waſhed their robes, and made them white in the 


dlocd of the lamb. 


From what hath been ſaid from the ſcriptures 
of truth, that Jeſus Chriſt was made a ſacrifice for 
the fins of all his people is a truth as clear as 
light; but, leſt you ſhould not be fully ſatisfied with 
the many proofs of ſcripture already given, let 
me beg of my Friend to peruſe the following; and, 
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if they will not bring conviction, no ſcripture 
poſſibly can, 1 TA. v, 10, Who (meaning Chriſt) 
died for us, that whether we wake or ſleep, we ſhould 
live together with him, Hebrews ix, 15, and for this 
cauſe he is the mediator of the new teſtament, that by 
means of death, for the redemption of tranſgreſſions 
that were under the firſt teſtament, they which are 
called might recerve the promiſe of eternal inheritance 
28 verſe, fo Chriſt was once offered to bear the ſins of 
many, Hebrews x, 12, but this man after he had of- 
fered one ſacrifice for fins, for ever ſat down on the 
right hand of God, 14 verle, for by one offering he 
hath perfefted for ever them that are ſanctiſied. Ephe. 
i, 7, in whom meaning (Chriſt) we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgrioneſs of ſins, chap ii, 13, 
but now in Chriſt Jeſus, ye who ſometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of Chriſt, Hebrews xiii, 
12, wherefore Jeſus alſo, that he might ſancliſy the 
people with his own blood, ſuffered without the gate, 1 
Cor, xv, 3, I delivered unto you firſt of all, that 
which J alſo received, how that Chriſt died for our 
fins according to the ſcriptures, Rom. v, 6, 8, for 
when we were yet without ſtrength, in due time Chriſt 
died for the ungodly, but God commendeth his love to- 
wards us, in that while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt 
died for us, 1 Peter i, 18, 19, foraſmuch as ye know 
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, &c. 
but with the precious blood of Chriſt, as of a lamb with- 
F out 


1 


out blemi/h, and without ſpot, chap. ii, 24, who his 
ownſelf bare our ſins in his own body on the tree. 


Thus you have ſeen evidently proved, that Jeſus 
was both God and man, as the ſon of man he died, 
as God he opened his diſciples eyes, that they 
might not only underſtand the ſcriptures, but 
that he was made a ſacrifice in particular, and 
that for this end he came into the world ; read 
his own bleſſed words, after his reſure&wn, words, 
that brought conviAtion into his unbelieving diſciples 
hearts, Luke xxiv, 25, Then he ſaid unto them, O 


fools and ſlow of heart to believe all that the prophets 


hath ſpoken, ought not Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe 
things, and to enter into his glory, 45, 46, verſes then 
as God he opened their underſtandings, that they might 
underſtand the ſcriptures, and ſaid unto them, thus it is 
written, and thus it behoved Chriſt to ſuffer: ſeeing this 
is the fact, that it not only behoved Chriſt to ſuf- 
fer, but thus to ſuffer, (according as is prophecied 
of him, and as the whole ſcriptures prove,) as a ſa- 
crifice for ſin, then what muſt we think of the 
language of the author of your appeal who has ſaid 
«he ſees for his part, no need of any ſacrifice at all.” 
I think the moſt charitable conſtruttion that can be 
put on his words 1s, that he poor man, at that time 
was in the ſame ſtate that ſome of Chriſt diſciples 
were in, as you read in this chapter 16 verſe their 
eyes 


| 
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eyes were holden, but when Chriſt made his appear- 
ance to them and opened their eyes, (though this 
truth appeared to them, as an idle tale before, as in 
11 verſe,) as ſoon as their underſtandings were 
opened, then they not only believed this bleſſed 
truth, but ſaid did not our hearts burn within us, 
while he was talking to us by the way. 


May Jeſus, our Lord, thus open your author's 
underſtanding as he did theirs, then he will not 
only ſee the need of a ſacrifice, but will never reſt 
until he knows, by blefled experience that Chriſt 
is his ſacrifice, which moſt undouhtely is the privi- 
lege of every one that bclieveth in his moſt ador- 
able name; that it is, the whole ſcriptures clearly 
make appear, and the apoſtle as fully proves from. 
the inferences drawn from this bleſſed truth in the 
10th eb. from 18 to the 21 verles, now, (ſays the 
apoſtle) where Remiſſion of theſe is, there is no more 
offering for ſin, having therefore brethren boldneſs to 
enter into the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, by a nc 
and living way, which he hath conſecrated for us, 
through the vail, that is to jay his fleſh, and having 
an high prieſt over the houſe of God, let us draw near 
with a true heart, in full aſſurance of faith, having 
our hearts ſprinkled from an coil conſcience, and our 
bodies woſhed with pure water, let us hold faſt the 
profeſſion of our faith without wavering, for he is faith 
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ful that hath promiſed. From theſe words you plain- 
ly ſee, that the doctrine of atonement is not only 
true, and the privilege of every believer to em- 
brace, but the people of God are ſuppoled to en- 
Joy this faith, and are exhorted to hold the ſame 
faſt, as one of the moſt fundamental and important 
truths in the whole goſpel, therefore let me beg of 
my Friend, (and every reader) to read the 8th 
9th and 10th chapters of eb. with ſincerity and 
humble prayer ( as every convinced ſoul will do, 
who ſees the need of a ſacrifice to pardon his 
many and numberleſs fins committed againſt a 
juſt God,) then I may ſay with confidence, he will 
not only ſee proved to a demonſtration, that Chriſt 
Jeſus was, in his human nature, made a ſacrifice 
and fin offering, but that he was the real antitype 
of all the ſacrifices under the Moſaic diſpenſa- 
tion; but the author of your appeal, not only de- 
nies the need of a ſacrifice, but he aſks where 
we learn that the pardon of fin requires an in- 
finite ſatisfattion.” _ 


It has been proyed that Jeſus the ſon of God 
is an infinite Perſon, and that God the Father 
gave up his only ſon, to be made a ſacrifice: one 
might imagine this reaſon would be ſufficient to 
anſwer his queſtion, as it is every way ſatisfacto- 
ry to the real chriſtian. — It appears that ſuch a 

ſacrifice 
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ſacrifice was required and abſolutely neceſſary on 
account of the infinite juſtice of God; there was 
a neceſſity for it that God, might in ſtrict juſtice 
pardon and juſtify his people, without injuring any 
of his divine attributes. We conclude that it- was 
neceſſary that an infinite ſatisfaction ſhould be given 
that God might be, not only a merciful being, but 
faithful and juſt to forgive us our fins, and cleanſe us 
from all unrighteouſneſs 1 John i, 9, We farther 
affirm that an infinite ſatisfaction is required, that 
the righteouſneſs of God's law might be perfectly 
fulfiled; not only by a righteous man, which right- 
eouſneſs could only have been ſufficient for him- 
ſelf, but by the righteous ſon of the molt high God. 
What think you of the following language of ſcrip- 
ture, God ſending his own ſon in the likeneſs of ſinful 
fleſh, and for fin, condemned fin in the fleſh, that the 
righteouſneſs of the law might be fulfiled in us, Rom. 
Viii, 3, 4, We learn, bleſſed be the God of all 
grace, this ſoul comforting truth, that as we have 
broken the righteous law of God, Chriſt hath 
magnified and made it honorable, by giving a full 
and complete ſatisfaction to every title of the lame. 
This produced the Apoſtle's triumph, Rom. viii, 
33, 34, Who ſhall lay any thing to the charge of 
Gods elefl ? it is God that juſtifieth ; who is he that 


condemneth ? it is Chriſt that died; yea rather, &c. 
III. 
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III. Give me leave to obſerve to you, that the 
author of your appeal, has in his. 12 page, falſely 
repreſented thoſe who teach the divinity of the 
ſon of God, by telling his readers „they affirm 
and teach that nothing but the blood of God him- 
ſelf could reverle their fins'—and he farther adds, 
*that they alſo teach that Jeſus Chriſt was not man.” 
It would bave been well if your author had told 
us who thoſe teachers are. In anſwer I affirm, that 
both his aſſertions are falſe. I have heard, and 
I hope have underſtood, thoſe bleſſed dottrines 


now upwards of 2x5 years, and all our miniſters, 


inſtead of ſaying he was not a man, teach that 
Jeſus Chriſt was really and perfectly a man, made 
of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that 
were under the law; and they farther ſay, that, as 
God is a ſpirit, not having parts and paſſions, like 
unto mortal man, therefore God our Saviour in 
his divine nature could not poſſibly ſuffer; and 
they alſo affirm that, our Saviour being God and 
man, in one Chriſt, as mediator he laid down his 
life and ſhed his blood for his peoples ſins; they 


conſider the human and divine nature diſtintt from 


each other, and yet both united in the one perſon 
of Chriſt; believing that his divine nature (though 
it did not ſuffer,) ſupported his human, to bear 
the heavy curſe of the broken law, which we as 
ſinners 


u 


finners have merited and juſtly deſerved, and that 
as his obedience and death were the work not {o 
much of a nature, as of a perſon, a perſon who 
was God as well as man; and that the value of it 
is to be eſtimated according to the dignity of 
him who performed it : this is what we are taught. 
Seeing this is the caſe, forever let the man, who 
will dare affirm ſuch untruths, be look'd upon in 
the light he has repreſented himſelf to the Chriſt- 
tian world, as an enemy to. the true God, to the 
heartyeſt friends of Chriſt, and to the moſt able and 
conſiſtent defenders of the truth of the Chriſtian 
Religion, | ; 


Permit me here, my dear Friend, to beg of 
you, in your moſt ſerious moments, cooly to alk 
your ſoul theſe two reaſonable queſtions. Firſt, as 
you are by nature and practice a ſinner, denying 
the ſatisfaction of Chriſt's blood, what is to extri- 
cate you at the great day from the wrath of almighty 
God? That you are a ſinner is undeniable from 
Rom. iii, 9, 10, 21, and that you are under God's 
wrath for ſin, ſee proved in the two following paſ- 
ſages, He that believeth not the ſon, ſhall not ſee 
life, but the wrath of God abideth on him. John iii, 
36, And were by nature children of wrath even as 
others. Ephe. ii, g. Secondly, is it not ſound reaſon to 
conclude, as the divine word clearly proves, that 
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every man, who is under the wrath and curſe of God, 
muſt periſh eternally, if this curſe is not remo- 
ved? That man is under this curſe appears from 
Gall. iii, for it is written curſed is every one that 
continueth not in all things, which are written in 
the book of the law to do them; thus I might go 
through every dottrine of the goſpel and aſk my 
Friend ſuch reaſonable queſtions, for 1 do aſſure 
you we do not take up our Religion upon truſt, nor 
yet caſt away our reaſon in matters of Religion; 
we believe no teacher, nor author who does not 
come to us with, thus faith the Lord,” we take 
the bible for our compaſs to condutt us through 
this tempeſtuous ſea of errors, and if our ſpiritual 
pilot doth not ſteer our courſe to a Redeemer's 
blood for ſalvation, we make uſe of our reaſon, as 
enlightened by the ſpirit, and fail no more with 
him, Satoh 


But what ſhall I ſay to my Friend, if after ſuch 
a cloud of witneſſes, he ſhould reply to me, as he 
did at his houſe—that he expected God's juſtice 
could be ſatisfied, or in other words, he could 
ſtand before the juſt God at laſt, upon the bot- 
tom of his repentance.” How abſurd ſuch an 
idea! can reaſon itſelf poſſibly conclude that di- 


vine juſtice can be ſatisfied, with a man's being 


ſorry for palt fins? if a man ſtands condemned by 
the 
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the laws of the land, what would juſtice or the 
prince ſay to ſuch a man that expected a pardon 
becauſe he was ſorry for the ſin that brought him 
to the ſhameful end? Did you ever conſider, of 
give yourſelf time, one hour in your life, to rea— 
fon upon that foundation, as one that denies the di- 
vinity and ſacrifice of the ſon of God? Dont you 
read, that if ever you have repentance and remiſ- 
ſion of ſins, it muſt be given you by the mediator ? 
Acts, v. 31. But is he under any obligation to 
confer this gift on any man in his laſt moments, 
who has all his life time degraded him, by denying 
him that glory that is due to his mighty name? 
Now poor ſinners may be ſuffered to ſay many 
ſwelling words againſt the great J am, our God 
and Saviour, but there is a time coming, when 
every mouth ſhall be ſlopped, and all the world become 
guilty before God, Rom. iii, 19. 


The enemies of C'iriſt and his ſalvation may 
vainly think they have a right to arraign Cod 
at the bar of their reaſon here below, but remem- 
ber hereafter it will be Chriſt's turn to arraign 
the nations at his bar, O! how well they eſcape if 
they neglect fo great ſalvation, Heb. ii, 3. 


Pray permit a word of admonition from eb, xii, 


25, See that ye refuſe not him that fbeaketh, Is it 
G not 
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not clear that Jeſus our Lord ſpoke to you and 

me of the divinity of his perſon, as well as of | 
the neceſſity of his becoming a ſacrifice for fin, 

when he came from heaven and was on the earth ? 

And 1s it not as clear that he ſpoke to us of the 

ſame bleſſed truths, after his aſcention ? therefore 

the exhortation is ſeaſonable in this place, ſee | 

that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh, We, who have ? 

the bible in our hands, mult be left eternally with- 0 

out excuſe if we abuſe it. I ſhudder when I re— | 

flect on that awful paſſage in the laſt chapter of | 

the Revelations 18 and 19 verſes. For I teſtify, ſays | 

Chriſt, unto every man that heareth the words of the 

prophecy of this book, if any ſhall add unto theſe things 

God ſhall add unto him the plagues that are written 

in this book ; and if any man ſhall take away from the 

words of this book of the prophecy, God ſhall take 

away his part out of the book of life. 


; 
l 


Now ſeriouſly reſlect, that if God is fo tenacious 
of his revealed will, that he hath ſolemnly declared | 
that the man who addeth thereto, or taketh there- 1 
from, ſhall meet with ſo awfull a reward, what re— I 
ward think you muſt that man meet with, that not | 
only dares to oppoſe his reaſon to the ſame, but | 
degradingly ſpeaks of the author by preſumptiouſly | 
laying he is only a creature, hike you and me, add | 
to this, the ſame man ſtriving, as much as in him | 

lays 
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lays to take away the atonement made by the ſa- 
crifice of our Redeemer's blood, and counting it no 
ways neceſſary for the pardon of fin. I will leave 
my Friend to determine what muſt be the reward 
of ſuch a man, when he conſiders the following 
pallage Heb. x, 28, 29, He that diſpiſed Moſes law 
died without mercy, under two or three witneſſes, of 


how much ſorer puniſhment. ſuppoſe ye ſhall he be 
thought worthy, who hath troded under foot the fon of 


God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, were- 
with he was ſanctiſied an unholy thing, ſeeing un- 
ſanaihed reaſon is capable of running to ſuch an 
awful length, may we be enabled to ſay, Lord help 
us to give up our reaſon when ever we are tempt- 
ed to ſubſtitute the ſame in oppoſition to the re- 
cord of heaven. 


My dear Sir, could you but put your imperſect 
reaſon in its proper place, and ſubmit your under- 
ſtanding to revelation, and your will to God's 
method of ſalvation, the heights and depths of 
which we can never fathom, you would then ſee 
the doctrine of the divinity of Chriſt, and would 
be aſſured that the atonement of Chriſt was truly 
conſiſtent with ſalvation by grace, and the other 
important and bleſſed dottrines of the goſpel 
would appear to your underſtanding as clcar as 
the ſun ſhining in the midſt of a ſummer's day, 


I 
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I have been proving that Chriſt is-a divine per- 
ſon, and that ſalvation is of free grace, through 
the atonement of our great Redeemer. I can- 
not but think I am bound to drop a hint to the 
Chriſtian reader, to be on his guard, not only re- 
ſpeQting his own moral conduct in life, but to be 
carefull not ſpeak againſt morality; for tis evident 
that ſome profeſſors, not rightly conſidering what 
influance theſe dottrines ought to have on their 


lives and converſation, have ſpoke too light of 


the ſame. Give me leave to remind you, my bro- 
ther, that though morality is not the cauſe of 
ſalvation, it is inſeperable from it, that is to ſay, 
a man cannot be a Chriſtian, profeſs what he may, 
without being a moral man; though the man, who 
is of a phariſaical turn of mind, may vainly imagine 
he ſhall obtain ſalvation by his works. The only 
difference between him and you is, he thinks he is 
working for life, but you are called to do good 
works, from a principle of life, which work ſprings 
from alively faith in Chriſt your Saviour, 


May the following truths have their proper 
weight on your mind, and mine. 


Friſt, That morality is a lively evidence of our 
union to Chriſt, read John xv, 5, 1 am the vine and 
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ye are the branches, he that abideth in me and I in 
him, the ſame bringeth forth much fruit, 14 verſe, 
ye are my friends, if ye do whatſoever 1 command 
you, 16 verſe, ye have not choſen me, but I have 
choſen you, and ordained you that ye ſhould go and 
bring forth fruit. 


\ Secondly, It is an evidence to the world, that you 
are what you profeſs to be. Matt. v, 14 16, ye are 
the lights of the world; a city, that is ſet on a hill, can- 
not be hid; let your light ſhine before men, that they 


may ſee your good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven. 


Thirdly, Tis an evidence you are not deceiving 
your own ſouls, for ſays the holy ghoſt, in Gall. vi, 


7. 8, be not deceived God is not mocked, for whatſoever 


a man foweth, that ſhall he alſo reap; for he that 
foweth to the fleſh, ſhall of the fleſh reap corruption, 
but he that ſoweth to the ſpirit, ſhall of the ſpirit reap 
life everlaſting ; and ſure I am, if this ſalvation is 
experienced in it's power, that ſoul muſt conclude 
with an apoſtle, Titus ii, 11, 12, for the grace of 


God that bringeth ſalvation teaches us, that denying 


ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in this preſent world. 


But 
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But I muſt end, and it ſhall be in the words 
of Paul to the Col. ii. 8, g, Beware left any man 
1 foil you through philoſophy and vain deceit, after the 
- traditions of men, after the rudements of the world, 
and not after Chrift then Paul adds for in him 


(that is Chriſt) dwelleth the fulneſs of the Godhead 
bodily. | 


May God our Saviour bleſs theſe lines and give 
us a true underſtanding in all things, then will you 


join me in believing that Chriſt is ALT HA AND 
Ou a, the beginning and the end, which is, and which 


was and which is to come, the almaghty, Rev. i, 8. that 
he is God over all bleſſed for ever. Rom. ix, g, and 


you will allo join me in aſcribing bleſſing and honor 


and glory and power, not only unto him that ſit- 


teth upon the throne but unto the lamb, for ever 


That this may be your language and mine, in time 
and to an ever ending eternity is the prayer of 


Six, | 
Your affeftionate Friend, 


JOHN DUNKIN. 
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